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ay O -‘e‘ﬂ@\ﬂ“‘“s This past year has been an exciting one for Scouting, particularly in Lonsdale.
We have seen an increase In membership and the opening of a District HQ and
shop in Moor Street. The following pages of this repert will describe the progress
of Scouting in Lonsdale and the highlights of the year.

As a District we were able 1o gain premises in the centre of the city that would allow the Scout & Guide Shop to be
relocated and more accessible, and also premises with enough room to hold meetings and house our District HQ
and resource centre. It is increasingly becoming a hub of activity support Scouting . Refurbishment has taken a
time and money but has left us with a good solid base!

By the time this report goes to print, the Headquarters' will have been opened by the Mayor of Lancaster.
Lonsdale is also lucky enough to have two District campsites, Littledale & Silverhelme. They have been the
focus of much change and improvement and the Wardens of both sites are to be commended for their efforts.
We have a newly formed Campsites Management Board to meet the demands of Health and Safety regulations,
managing the upkeep of buildings and the many areas of woedland in our sites, =

| am pleased to say that our youth membership grew by 2.6% last year. Youth

We have seen the resurgence of some groups, and new groups opening. Explorer N‘F’? y hPrShi )
Scouts have increased dramatically. In total we have opened 5 new sections, with ANDHEer: !

more ptanned. Thanks must go to the Scout County for their support with our SRS T
development work. We are blessed to have Barbara Hughes, a County ' 1as Increasel '
Development Officer working with groups and members of the District Team to ‘ 3 9 "i% "

grow Scouting. During the year there have also been changes within the District
team and the District Executive. After the last Annual General Meeting both the
Chair and Treasurer decided to stand down,

There followed a period of uncertainty and transiticn but | am pleased to say that we have a new Treasurer,
Steven Clarke, from March.

| took over as Chair in October. With these changes in the District Executive and some within the District Team
we are moving Into a settied period and our minds are focussed forward on the future.

Which is a nice link to mention the District Team having a weekend away in December and preducing a
Develcpment Plan for Lonsdale District. This was a fruitful weekend and provided the impetus for moving this
District towards its centenary and beyond, developing Scouting in Lonsdale. Planning for celebrating 100 years
of Scouting in Lancaster & Morecambae [in 2010] has started.

If there are two things that are ongoing issues for all youth organisations it is adult helpers and finances.
Scouts are no exception. There is always pressure cn finances and budgets and as a District we need to raise

| am pleased that more groups are taking advantage of the Gift Aid Scheme which
praovides a valuable extra source of income with little extra effort. Only 14 out of 22
ol A )llt (.”: “)*) Woups are using the scheme, we aim to get all groups doing the same this year.
. “ . As a District we are lucky to attract the support of local businesses and organisations.
Grouns | Jt’; e An Increase In the requirements of businesses for Corporate Social Responsibility has
’ D5 USE  Laiped us greatly. Special thanks must go to The Bay Radio who support s with
G ’ “ A | ( i publicity but also sponsor this report, We are beginning to develop a relationship with
v other businesses that support us in a range of ways. Thanks to Gradient Consulting,
North West First Aid, The Ashton and Lancaster Firework Factory.

With regard to adult helpers, there can never be too many leaders! It is a commitment of the District team to
recruit more adult help which will allow us to develop good Scouting in this area. Interestingly enough, the new
Chief Scout, Bear Grylls, identifies that as one of his targets as well!

This report offers a mere glimpse into the life of a wonderful and active movement. Enjoy reading our
highlights, but rest assured that more Scouting occurs in one day in Lonsdale than could possibly be mentioned
in this report.

In conclusion, | am certainly looking forward to another fantastic year of scouting in Lonsdale. There are so many
people involved that to thank them all would mean another small booklet! However, the leadership of the
District Commissioner, Pat Griffin, has Inspired many of us and she deserves to be mentioned for her work. Te
the many uniformed and non-uniformed members | offer my profound thanks, and finally thanks also to those in
the Lonsdale District area who support scouting in 50 many ways.
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o (')‘ P\‘ As | start my third report as DC for Lonsdaie | am
\(ea‘ : G(ﬂ““ el amazed at the amount of Scouting we pack into avery day
\ )‘( gl et m\%‘-’” With a very busy District the District Team, leaders, assistants anc
) oo helpers, are kept busy each weekday night and most weekends.

All the sections have supported their own Group events, the District challenge
and competitions and attended the big County camps and special days.

Our Scouting has no boundaries sending Scouts, Explorers, Leaders and some family members to
Canada, France and Switzerland, and welcomed them all home safely after what one leader referred to as a

minor excitement in Canadal e have seen this activity rewarded by 12 Chief Scout Gold Awards, 84 Chief

"W : h ave Scout Silver and 40 Chief Scout Bronze Awards, recognising the children achleving
€ nave the highest award in their respective section. Leaders have not bean forgotten with

(-_; \ d ' many long service presentations and the St George's awards which are richly

wCOU te in deserved, | do thank again all these many leaders for whom Scouting has become a

Cans: ]’ F - e way of life and they continue to do a wonderful job in Lonsdale. We have also seen

Anadada, rance a lot of young people who have progressed right through the movement from

Beaver age 10 over 18 stay with us and become leaders. They must truly like what

and Scouting is about, and believe in it as a life choice.
st e " We have, however, welcomed many new people over the last twelve months, and
owltzer land this recruitment initiative following on from the Centenary year has rewarded us
with leaders willing to take on the challenge of volunteering for an active cause,
but which they know nothing about.
To get them In from new to becoming a confident leader takes several training “We have
events and we have a dadicated training team to deliver this and give them the ) ! ]
skills and knowledge to lead their chosen section week by week. Alotofhard  PIESENTE 01S OF

work and pushing of paper and updating of computer records is needed to 2. 2 o 3 o~
keep up to speed with this and | do thank all the back room people who do this. Chief Scout Awards
The District is working closely with the new County Development officers, PR ~ 2t )
mainly Barbara Hughes to grow our groups, open new section and open new 12 Gold N 84 Silver
groups. We are hoplng to improve our 6 - 18 year old provision right across AR 1) [
Lonsdale, and | am hoping this will see an increase in our census numbers by and 40 Bronze
January 2010. After all, we have already opened 1 new Beaver Colony, 2 more

Cub Packs, 1 more Scout Troop and 1 more Explorer Scaut Unit. With so many

a(e plnen. We were ambitious in the Autumn in opening a new Scout and Guide shopand a
"We have ali t.ti-u_iy District Headquarters in which all the teams, our Executive, all section leaders and the
Opened 1 o Explorer forum can meet regularly and comfortably. A lot of hard work and fundraising
peEned L new a0k place to enable this project to succeed and | thank everyone for their input: from
Beaver Colony, 2 reom decoration, to sheif erection, and unpacking all the shop equipment and stock.
: # 2 This HQ has also bacome our training and resource centre for the new recruits.
Mew Cub Pacls,  Lonsdale is lucky to own two lovely campsites, playgrounds for Scouting. This year we
1 Scout Troop and managed to complete the recruitment of wardens at both sites. The wardens and their
o 1V B assistants faced a challenging year with heawy rain washing out paths and water-logged
1 Explorer Unit" campingfields. Both sites are being developed to give more scope for activities to suit
the demands of 21* Century Scouters and the many cther visitors who book Into our
accommodation, ably advised as to which site is most suitable by our helpful campsites
Booking Secretary.

| do thank our non-uniformed supporters on the Executive and on our sub committees without whom we could not
sontinue to do the business of Scouting.

To end my report, | want to pay tribute to those at 16th Lancaster Scout Group. Thelr group has grown
sonsiderably over the past year and Is now the largest group in Lonsdale, Congratulations also go to the fellowing
Zroups who have grown their membership in the past 12 months: 11th Morecambe, 1st Camnforth, st Overton,
1st Slyne with Hest, 23rd Lancaster, 53rd Lancaster, Caton and Halton. Well Done!

Lonsdale is a big District, growing in strength and membership it covers two major towns and many villages, but
~hen we meet at a District event we are all the same, we are united in this wonderful thing called
Scouting. | hope we can continue to do this in the coming year to come and support each other in
sur chosen hobby, which is a healthy outdoor activity and prepares our young people for the
‘uture, by teaching skills, how to get on with others, how to lead and how to foliow and o respect couts
:he world we live in. pa prrpeeed - 2

fhank You. scquts.o!&“k
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When | think of Beavers | think of Fun, Excitement, Challenge, Adventure and above all Friendship. As | go around
Colonies | see Beaver Scouts, Boys and Girl enjoying the fun and adventure that is Scouting.

U lh ere are 94 -:; Across 19 Beaver Scout Colonies there are 243 Beaver Scouts in Lonsdale
o), / v - District and we want more! The sections are busy enjoying aclive pregrammes
e : _ which see the children taking part in more challenging and adventurous
Beaver SCOUTS i1 Geuwies, The hard work of both the children and leaders resulted In 50 Chief
| 0”%('8'9 and | Scout Bronze Awards belng presented this year. Above thal sections have
- : r QVTV presented 1127 of the Beaver Activity Badges. Given that activity badges are
we want mo rel” relatively new to the section, and that badges reflect the growing trend of
s YYEILIL **  children In our youngest section taking part in adventurous activities such as
climbing and canoeing. This is a remarkable achievement.

Looking forward we are looking at opening new Beaver Celonies in Forton, as
well as looking at the possibility of 2nd Colonies and developing Scouting in

the Lune Valley. 243 Beaver Scouts is a good number, but, it's not goed 0" l '_ > /' /\(, tiVi tv
enough! There are children out there, right across the District who want to take s s ey d Y
part in the adventure that is Beaver Scouting. With that, we need to look at Badges were
recruiting more adults to support that growth, apen new sections, and fill our - g 2 Wele
vacancies where we have them. Let there be no doubt that children want resentel | to
Scouting, what we need to do is extend our arms, open our doors and welcome ’ - -’

them. Bring a friend nights are great for opening the door. At 53rd Lancaster Hoaver %(“ " lt‘j

there was a prize for each Beaver Scout who brought a friend. They loved it,
and within 2 weeks the section had filled it vacancies, doubling its numbers .
The bonus was some parents volunteered too.

Earlier in the year we welcomed two new leaders who have re-opened the

i" 7
We have Beaver Colony at Halton. At the last count there was 12 very happy Beaver
Scouts.
a new In developing our section, and offering Scouting to more youngsters we

Reaaver Colo need to ensure that the programme of aclivities offered allow us to come
ieaver COlONY  together as a District to celebrate our success, and share ideas. Its good for
. N ” us as leaders 10 come together and share in a common bond, but the young
in Halton peaple love It tco.
Throughout the year there have been District and County Events for
Colonies to take part in. My personal highlight of the year was the Christmas
themed sleepover at Littledale in December which saw 33 children share in a
magical time which was even blessed with real snow,

| also enjoyed my time at the Leaders Meal which gave us to chance to get to know each other a little bit better,
share ideas and share ideas and a vision for a bigger, better Lonsdale District Beaver Scout Section.

Next year we want more Beaver Scouts, we want more Colonies taking part in the activities offered above
that, children and adults alike we want to hava more funl

Many thanks to all, whose hard work and dedication make a difference to the lives of our young people.






