Risk Assessment –Knife Work in hut

Knives

	Risk/Hazard
	Control Measures
	

	Cuts, to self and others
	Cubs to be briefed initially on knife safety- cut away from yourself and others, how to hold the knife, and how to withdraw it from, and replace it into, its sheath- i.e. making sure hand holding the sheath is well out of the way. Knives should only be passed about sheathed.

Emphasise that the hand holding the workpiece should be well out or the way of where the knife is going to go.

Knives to be used to be initially inspected to confirm they’re sharp and undamaged.

Cubs who are particularly young, or known to mess about, to be given an alternative activity. At present this is Tom and George due to age and limited time with us, and Mani due to focus/behaviour.

Cubs to sit in straight lines of not more than 3 to one adult supervisor, both to reduce the risk of cutting someone else and to enable close supervision. Spaced out, legs apart, elbows resting on knees so they’re cutting downwards and away from themselves and their legs.

First aid kit to be out and ready.


	

	Splinters
	Everyone to be warned that the wood isn’t smooth and to hold it firmly. Letting it slide in the hands, either by fidgeting or not holding it firmly enough, will get splinters of wood stuck in the skin.
	


