Canoeing ( B2 waters ) Risk assessment
Explorer Unit :


- - - Silverhelme Explorers Gold DoE Group


Leader: 

- - Stuart Lockton-

Activity / exercise:

Land-based expedition





Trip date :

- - -28th – 31st October 2013- - - 
Leader to Scout ratio:
- - - -1: 8 supervised independent journey- - - - - - - - - - - - -






Instructors’ Qualifications and Scout permits:

- - - - BCU Canoe level 3, B2 permit, NAN permit- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
References / Publications:
1:25K & 1:50k OS Maps





Generic Risk assessment:
Yes





Guidebooks consulted

· 



MWIS 








B2 waters
the sea up to one mile from the shore, but excluding more dangerous waters close inshore; more sheltered parts of estuaries; large inland lakes and lochs; inland waters British Canoe Union Grade 2;

	Ser
	Activity / Element

(Step 1)
	Hazards Identified

(Step 2)
	Existing Controls

(Step 3)
	Is the Residual

Risk Acceptable

Yes / No

(Step 4)
	Additional Controls

Required

(Step 5)
	Is the Residual

Risk Acceptable

Yes / No

(Step 6)

	1
	Canoeing

	Inclement weather
	1.   Group has previous experience in poor weather
2.   Hazardous (hot or     cold) weather clothing carried.

3. Check weather forecast. (MWIS)
4. Group shelter / 

      Emergency    

      equipment carried by      

      group

	Yes
	No
	


	Ser
	Activity / Element

(Step 1)
	Hazards Identified

(Step 2)
	Existing Controls

(Step 3)
	Is the Residual

Risk Acceptable

Yes / No

(Step 4)
	Additional Controls

Required

(Step 5)
	Is the Residual

Risk Acceptable

Yes / No

(Step 6)

	3
	Canoeing

	Navigation error/late arrival
	1.   Planned routes held

      by nominated      

      contact.

2. Maps/compasses/ GPS to be carried
3. Adequate map reading training.
4. Emergency contact with supervisor

	Yes
	No
	

	4
	Canoeing

	Cold water emersion
	1.   Group trained in water safety techniques
2.   Extensive training provided
3. Emergency contact with supervisor

	Yes
	No
	


	5
	Canoeing
	Entrapment in water
	1. Hazard perception training
2. Group significant experience on grade 2 water
3. Emergency contact with supervisor
	Yes
	No
	

	6
	Canoeing
	Sudden or dramatic water level change
	1. Group trained in water safety techniques
2. Extensive training provided

3. Emergency contact with supervisor
	No
	Supervisor to be on water with group approximately 30 minutes away from group
	Yes

	Ser
	Activity / Element

(Step 1)
	Hazards Identified

(Step 2)
	Existing Controls

(Step 3)
	Is the Residual

Risk Acceptable

Yes / No

(Step 4)
	Additional Controls

Required

(Step 5)
	Is the Residual

Risk Acceptable

Yes / No

(Step 6)

	7
	Canoeing
	Lifting and carrying

	1. Group is trained in lifting and carrying techniques

	Yes
	No
	

	8
	Canoeing/Camping

	Trips and falls
	1. Correct footwear worn.
2. Helmets to be worn when appropriate

3. Group is familiar with water environment
4. First aid kit carried.

5. Emergency contact with supervisor

	Yes
	No
	

	9
	Camping
	Burns and scolds from cooking
	1. Group trained and experienced in safe use of stoves.
2. First aid kit carried


	No
	Emergency contact with supervisor 24 hours
	Yes

	10
	Transportation
	Accidents on route
	1. Hire minibus used
2. Experienced minibus driver driving

3. 2 drivers available


	Yes
	No
	

	

	Trip Specific hazards: River Spey trip


	1.
	Rapids at Knockando

	Risk of capsize on grade 2 rapids
	1. Group practised on tricky grade 2 rapids in high water
2. Group trained in water safety techniques
	Yes
	No
	

	2.
	Day length at end of October


	Group benighted on river
	1. Group briefed and aware of day length
	Yes
	No
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