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Lonsdale Beaver Scout Leaders’ Meeting

Thursday 9th May 2013
7.30pm  @ Catherine’s on Princes Crescent, Morecambe
Notes from the Meeting
In Attendance:  Michelle Chapman (53rd Lancaster), Chloe Tomlinson (2nd Bolton Le Sands) Mandy Seddon (DBSL & 16th Lancaster), Lesley Sayer (DBSL & 11th Morecambe) Sarah McDonald (1st Halton), Catherine Marsh (ADC Beavers), Craig Dewar (Deputy DC) 
Apologies: David Wilkinson (DBSL & 53rd Lancaster), Lesley Hall (DBSL & 1st Forton) 

Sean Hick (23rd Lancaster), Debbie Smith (13th Lancaster) Sue and Andrew Blenkinship (16th Morecambe) 

1.
Welcome 

Catherine welcomed everyone to the meeting.  It was noted that attendance had improved at these meetings but that we were aiming for representation from every colony. 
2.
Skills and Chills Weekend
This is a weekend for all adults in Scouting. A social weekend mixed with an occasion to meet other volunteers and learn new skills.  It’s going to be a great weekend and there is still time to book on…

14-16th June at Littledale Scout Campsite.  Prices vary depending on your accommodation options as both indoor and outdoor accommodation is available. 

Further details are available on the District Website. 

3.
District Trip on the 7th July 2013 to Brockholes Visitor Centre 
The details for the summer trip were confirmed as: 

Trip to: Brockholes Visitor Centre, The Lake District (Not the one in Preston) 

Date:  Sunday 7th July
Travel: Travel by Coach, with two coaches and two pick-up/drop off points. 

Morecambe: The small car park at the side of the Platform. Opposite The Midland Hotel. . 

Lancaster: St. Leonards Gate Car Park – at the side of the Grand Theatre. 
Coaches will depart at 8.30am and arrive back for 5.30pm. 
Cost: £16 per Beaver Scout and £8 per Leader. The leader fee is to cover the cost of the coach, it was suggested that this could be paid for by each Scout Group so that there was no cost for adults.  The cost includes the coach, entry to the predatory park at the visitor centre and a lake cruise on Windermere 

Kit: Beavers will need to bring a packed lunch and the usual clothing/gear for a day out. There is a gift shop at the visitor centre so the children may want to bring some spending money. 

How to book on? A booking form will be issued with these minutes. Sections need to book on using the form and by returning with a cheque made payable to Lonsdale District Scouts for the total amount by the 23rd June. Forms/Monies should be sent to:

Catherine Marsh

10 Beulah Avenue, Morecambe, LA4 6UD

Groups will need to sort out their own home contact for the day and will be responsible for obtaining parental permission and obtaining health information forms. 

It was noted that this will be the first trip that the section has done in a few years, and it would be great to have representation from lots of groups- a real opportunity to bring the section together. 

4.
District Sleepover  27-29th September at Littledale 
Plans for a District Beaver Sleepover were discussed. It was planned to run two 24 hour (1 night) sleepovers in one weekend at Littledale. The theme would be Space! Long Panther Lodge has been provisionally booked and there would be indoor accommodation available, but also support for any leaders who wanted their Beavers to camp in tents. This is a perfect opportunity for anyone who hasn’t run a sleepover before to come along and learn the ropes. The programme and menu will be planned collectively with the leaders that are taking children so that it can be used as validation for the nights away training and in support of a nights away application. 
Details: 

Sleepover 1: Friday 27th September 7pm to Saturday 28th September at 4pm.

Sleepover 2: Saturday 28th September 6pm to Sunday 29th September at 3pm. 

Interested groups should contact Catherine by the 14th June so that a planning meeting can begin and so that most of the organisation can be done before the summer holidays. Please let Catherine know of roughly how many children you would like to take and how many adults would be interested in coming along. 
5.
District Quiz

October 2013

There was nothing to report- this will coincide with a County Beaver Scout Quiz. Details at the next meeting. 
6.
 Carol service and Chief Scout’s Bronze Awards Acknowledgements

This would either be on the 3rd or 10th December depending on the availability of The Platform in Morecambe. On this occasion children who have achieved the Chief Scout Bronze Awards would receive their certificate. More details to follow shortly, but please consider those dates and the children who might be able to receive their awards at this event. 

7.
Around the District

A discussion followed on programme ideas. The Fairfield Charity had some good resources, as did the Woodland Trust (lots of ideas to get kids outdoors and could fit in with the outdoor challenge). Sarah recommended using significant dates as a way to do programme planning. It was felt to be a useful discussion and it was requested that leaders bring one programme idea to the next meeting. 

In addition to sharing programme ideas the sections gave a brief update: 

16th Lancaster- 24 Beavers, had a sleepover, good programme. 

1st Halton – 12 Beavers, want to expand, need more adult support to grow numbers- planned open night. 

2nd Bolton Le Sands- New team in place after Catherine has supported since Christmas. Numbers growing with a good programme in place. 

11th Morecambe- Need to attract some more parents to help (ideas to be shared at the next meeting) 18 Beavers. 
53rd Lancaster – 32 Beavers and now starting a joining list due to demand. Michelle mentioned that with so many Beavers they tended to plan a carrousel of activities so that they would have a theme over two weeks (linked to a badge) and half the children would do two activities one week, with the other half doing a different two activities then swapping over the following week. It worked really well. The Beavers are going camping on a family camp in July – in tents again. 

8.
Any Other Business
Craig mentioned that the District AGM would be on the 4th July at Lancaster Town Hall at 7pm, there is an open invite to all Adults in Scouting. 

Craig also mentioned that there was a real demand in areas of the District and that we were looking into open section colonies in some groups. It was great to hear that the Beaver Section had increased its membership in the last year but there were still some section with low numbers and at a future meeting we would discuss ideas for recruiting children and parents! 
9. 
Date of Next Meeting – 11th July at Catherine’s on the Cresent. 

Dates for you Diaries: 

	14-16th June
	Skills and Chills @ Littledale

	4th July
	District AGM @ Lancaster Town Hall

	7th July
	District Beaver Trip to Brockholes Visitor Centre

	11th July
	District Beaver Leader Meeting @ Catherine’s on the Cresent 

	13th July
	District Swimming Gala

	27 – 28th September
	District Beaver Sleepover @ Littledale


